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Canada Foundation for Innovation

Created by the Government of Canada in 1997 to provide 
researchers the equipment and facilities they need to 
undertake world-class research and technology 
development 

 Focus is on post-secondary institutions and capital costs

 Contributions are (generally) limited to 40% of funding 
required for a project

 Support all areas of research – SSH, Health, NSE



APPROACH
 Bibliometrics plays no direct role in funding adjudication
 Focus on most significant contributions

DRIVERS
 Valuing diversity including career stage, and full 

spectrum of research, from basic to applied and across 
all disciplines.

 Declaration on Research Assessment (CFI a signatory)

LIMITATIONS
 Free-form text
 Reviewer need/inclination to compare and contrast

Bibliometrics in Funding Adjudication



Bibliometrics in Evaluation
 Occasional use to examine program delivery and 

demonstrate the value of CFI

 Not used thus far to support CFI program evaluations

 Type of indicators: Number of papers and citations; 
identity, type and location of collaborators; papers in 
top journal; highly cited papers; disciplinarity of papers; 
scores (h-index, ARIF, ARC; specialization index)

 Limitation: Who are the users? / Value-add of 
infrastructure
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Medical imaging papers and
investments by the CFI and CIHR

CFI $ (million) Number of medical imaging papers CIHR $ (million)

Use of Bibliometrics



Foresight and Bibliometrics
 CFI has not used bibliometrics for foresight

 CFI supports strategic priorities of institutions, does 
not have priorities in terms of areas to fund
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Thank you!
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