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Disclosure

• The organization is funded by contributions from the Canadian federal, provincial, and 
territorial ministries of health, with the exception of Quebec.

• We receive application fees from the pharmaceutical industry for:

o Our Reimbursement Review processes, including those used for:

▪ oncology drugs

▪ non-oncology drugs

▪ plasma protein and related products reviewed through the interim process

o Scientific Advice
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CDA-AMC was established by Canada’s 
federal, provincial, and territorial 
governments to be a trusted source of 
independent information and advice for 
the country’s publicly funded health care 
systems. 



What Does CDA-AMC do?
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• CDA-AMC does HTA to allow decision-makers to make evidence-based policy decisions

• CDA-AMC does work related to pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and clinical interventions

• Types of questions addressed through CDA-AMC HTA work:

o How effective is a new drug compared to other treatments?

o How accurate is a new diagnostic test?

o Should a new product be reimbursed by public payers?

o Which patients would benefit most from a particular treatment?

o What is an appropriate price for a product?

o What are the barriers to implementing a health technology?

o What are the costs associated with adopting a new technology?



Health Technology Assessment
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"HTA is a multidisciplinary process that uses explicit methods to 
determine the value of a health technology at different points in its 
lifecycle. The purpose is to inform decision-making to promote an 
equitable, efficient, and high-quality health system.”1

HTAi. What is health technology assessment? 2022; https://htai.org/ . Accessed 2024 May 15.

https://htai.org/


6

Evidence Products Evidence Services 



CDA-AMC Reports Publication Process

7

• Available through our website CDA-AMC / CADTH

• PubMed – lit archive

• Limited number of our reports available on PubMed

o Systematic reviews (rapid responses) but not our method reports

• Reports are not indexed in PubMed

o Retrieved through keyword searches but not MeSH or subject headings
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Canadian Journal of Health 
Technologies

Monthly, open-access, scientific and policy 
journal 

• Established in 2021

• Self-published

• Not yet indexed



Challenges in Tracking HTA Publications
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System Issues

• No established 
standards in tracking 
publications 

• Academic 
bibliometric process 
not applicable

What Tools Are 
Available?

• Scopus

• Google Scholar

• PubMed or WOS also 
options

The Gaps – What the 
Tools Do Not Provide

• None of the 
traditional 
bibliographic 
databases have grey 
lit

• How to track grey lit 
and policy use?



Challenges in Tracking HTA Reports
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• No standard method, not even a consensus on what we should be measuring

• Need buy in from the larger organization

• How does it tie-in to an organization’s mission statement? Business plan?

• Bibliometrics is a time-consuming process



Challenges in Tracking HTA Publications
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• Our work is freely available

o But not  indexed or available in bibliographic databases  

• Scopus 

o Creative in search conventions, can’t rely on authors or organization name

o We have searches set up to look for our name and all variables in the reference list

• Google Scholar

o Not transparent, can’t really do the same in-depth searches as in bibliographic 
databases

o But not as regimented  so we can catch variability, broader scope, has unique results 
that we don’t find elsewhere



Challenges in Tracking HTA Publications
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• Bibliographic databases rely on academic or formally published works

o No grey lit

• Can not see how other HTAs are citing us  

• Policy, HTAs and government are key users of our reports

o No simple method to capture those citations



Bibliometrics and RIS – Past and Present
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• Formerly yearly analysis for Health Canada report (Excel ® sheet)

• CDA-AMC Cited – weekly email that goes out to select email group

• Special projects – ad hoc requests

• Creating a dashboard on Power BI that will be visible to all at CDA-AMC

• Excel sheet is the foundation of both CDA-AMC Cited and the dashboard



Bibliometrics Process
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• Alerts are imported into EndNote™, then exported into Excel ® 

• Additional data is added and then copied to a Word document for CDA-AMC Cited

• Any additional information in Excel® needed for the Dashboard is added

• On average approximately 150-200 citations per month
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Date Added Author(s) Article Title

Journal/Book 

Title Volume, Issue, Date Project Title Project Year Project Code Project Line Topic Source

10-Jan-24

Scheepers, M H, Al-

Difaie, Z, Brandts, L, et 

al.

Diagnostic Performance of Magnetic 

Resonance Imaging for Parathyroid 

Localization of Primary Hyperparathyroidism Diagnostics   link 2023; 14(1): 25

1.5 Tesla Magnetic Resonance Imaging 

Scanners Compared with 3.0 Tesla Magnetic 

Resonance Imaging Scanners: Systematic 

Review of Clinical Effectiveness: Pilot Project 2011 N/A Technology Overview

Magnetic 

Resonance 

Imaging

Google 

Scholar 

Alerts

17-Jan-24

Marier-Deschenes, P, 

Pinard, A M and 

Leblanc, A

Codéveloppement d’un programme 

d’autogestion de la douleur chronique en 

ligne: un projet de recherche basé sur la 

conception et axé sur l’engagement des 

patients

Canadian Journal of 

Pain

2024; (just-accepted): 

2302487

Access to and availability of non-

pharmacological treatments for chronic non-

cancer pain in Canada: an environmental scan 2021 ES0313 Environmental Scan Pain Management

Google 

Scholar 

Alerts

15-Jan-24

Milan, R, Lelorier, J, 

Brouillette, M J, et al.

Depression, anxiety and adjustment 

disorder among patients with psoriasis 

receiving systemic agents: A retrospective 

cohort study in Quebec, Canada JEADV Clinical Practice 2023; 2(1): 38-51

Adalimumab, alefacept, efalizumab, 

etanercept, and inflix-imab for severe 

psoriasis vulgaris in adults: budget impact 

analysis  and  review  of  comparative  

clinical‐and  cost‐effectiveness  2007 N/A Technology Report Psoriasis Scopus

03-Jan-24

Yi, L X, Ling, R L Z, Huat, 

L L, et al.

Analysis of Antimicrobial Activity Using 

Hand Sanitizers

Current Trends in 

Biotechnology and 

Pharmacy 2023; 17(4A): 162-171

Alcohol with Chlorhexidine Hand Sanitizers: 

Clinical Effectiveness and Guidelines 2014 RB0659 Rapid Response Hand Sanitizers Scopus

02-Jan-23

Liu, H, He, L, 

Kuzmanović, M, et al.

Advanced Nanomaterials in Medical 3D 

Printing  38009766 Small Methods 2023 Nov 27

An Overview of Clinical Applications of 3-D 

Printing and Bioprinting 2019 EH0072 Horizon Scan  3-D printing Scopus

10-Jan-24 Šibalić, M

Eksperimentalno Istraživanje Optimalnih 

Parametara Za 3d Štampanje Pva Materijala 

Kontrolom Adhezione Nage Između Slojeva

Student gazette. 

University of 

Montenegro, 

(Podgorica  

Montenegro) 2023

An Overview of Clinical Applications of 3-D 

Printing and Bioprinting 2016 EH0072 Horizon Scan  3-D printing

Google 

Scholar 

Alerts

10-Jan-24 Božović, M

Projektovanje I Izgradnja Lukobrana Za 

Zaštitu Luka Od Dejstva Morskih Talasa

Student gazette. 

University of 

Montenegro, 

(Podgorica  

Montenegro) 2023

An Overview of Clinical Applications

of 3-D Printing and Bioprinting 2019 EH0072 Horizon Scan  3-D printing

Google 

Scholar 

Alerts

16-Jan-24 Soecknick, S

Stellate ganglion block with procaine in 

breast cancer survivors with hot flashes and 

sleep disturbances undergoing Endocrine 

Therapy Medicine 2024; 103(2): e36848

Anesthetic Injections Into the Stellate 

Ganglion for the Treatment of

Hot Flashes in Women: A Review of Clinical 

and Cost-Effectiveness

and Guidelines. 2014 RC0542 Rapid Response Hot Flashes

Google 

Scholar 

Alerts
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Power BI Main Page
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Power BI – Cited Reports by Year of 
Publication
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Power BI – Reports Cited from 2010
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Power BI – Reports Cited by Topic
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Power BI – Reports Cited on Migraines
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Power BI - Page 2
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Power BI – Journals Citing Reports



24

Power BI – Data Point as Table
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Power BI – Journals Citing Reports in 
Table Form
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Power BI – Trending Topics
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Power BI –Medical Cannabis



Methods Reports – A Case Study
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• Guidelines for the economic evaluation of health technologies: Canada

• Grey matters: a practical guide to searching health-related grey literature

• PRESS: evidence-based checklist.  

• Shows popularity of our methods reports because they are exclusively grey literature, 
not in PubMed

• Shows effectiveness of our methods of tracking 
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Power BI – Methods and Guidelines



Power BI Considerations
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• It has a learning curve to use

• It is not difficult to navigate but also not intuitive

o Consider having instructions on how to navigate it for end users

• Graphics and charts can highlight your work, but they can’t show everything

o Especially with large numbers, it can become cluttered

o Important to emphasize to users this is really a snapshot and they can request 
more extensive reporting if needed

o Quantitative not qualitative 



What Can HTAs Do With This Information?
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• Different then website hits

• More detail, elevates how information is used

• Shows the long tail, how long it takes for citations to come up

• What topics of our reports that people are interested 

• Shows what we perceive is needed versus what is actually being used

• What should be updated
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Power BI – Cited Reports by Year of 
Publication



Future directions
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• Explore other sources, other methodologies

• Who else is dealing with similar challenges?

• Collaborate with other HTAs or anybody who tracks grey lit
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Any Questions?

Contact info:  RobynB@cadth.ca

mailto:RobynB@cadth.ca
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Thank you




