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Introduction/Background

e Real world impact on policy



In this talk...

1. Looking backwards: how can we
measure the real world impact of

research on policy? P . N
a. How do policymakers cite research? IIIII “
b.  Which organisations and people are @ —

engaging with policy? .



In this talk...

2. Looking forwards: how can we engage
with policy opportunities as they come
up?

a. Gather policy opportunities in one place
to browse/filter
b. Find people to engage with opportunities

- it



In this talk...

3. Wrap up & what comes next



Looking backwards

How can we measure the real world impact of
research on policy?



We want to make the evidence that goes into
policy transparent

Overton for... About Blog Help Data partnerships Signin

Request free trial

Is your work influencing policy?

We help universities, think tanks and publishers understand the reach and influence of their research
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Overton is a large database of policy documents
& the people and papers they are connected to

Search 13,449,880 policy documents

Search policy or Search by Overton ID or Search by policy document DOI \

Search over 10,736,000 people cited or mentioned in policy

Search people or Enter list of names

Search 5,920,517 scholarly books and articles cited in policy

Search or Search by DOI, ORCID, PMID or ISBN

We'll search the titles, journals and authors cited in the policy documents that Overton tracks.



How we define policy documents

Documents written for, or by, policy makers

Government docs
White papers
Hearing transcripts
Committee reports
Position statements
Policy briefs
Educational materials
Clinical guidelines
Blog posts

... and more

- THE ROLE OF PUBLIC
RELATIONS FIRMS IN
PREVENTING ACTION

I ON CLIMATE CHANGE

owaTE S




Document count
11659000

Countries
193

Sources
2,194
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Is your work influencing policy?
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Policy document

Tt e
Vimions Update

PEaamIN |

The Chasm Widens: 8
(+) Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives on May 25th 2023

Publication

Income inequality is getting worse in Manitoba: the market income of the bottom 20 percent of
Manitoba families declined while the top 20 percent of Manitoba families received greater income
increases

ECONOMIC INEQUALITY TAX MINIMUM WAGE

Tag this Download PDF

Cause-specific mortality by occupational skill level in Canada: a 16-year follow-up study
M Tjepkema et al. (2013) Chronic Diseases and Injuries in Canada

Author from University of Ottawa is Richard Wilkins

In an attempt to quantify the impact of income on health, a report funded by the PUBLIC Health Agency
of Canada estimated that from 1991 to 2006, at least 40,000 premature deaths in Canada each year
were due to income inequality (Raphael & Bryant, 2014; Tjepkema et al., 2013).
On page 5
Tjepkema, M., Wilkins, R., Long, A. 2013. Cause-specific mortality by income adequacy in Canada: A 16-year follow-up
study. Health Reports, 247, 1422.

On page 17
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Policy document

The Chasm Widens: 8
{+) Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives on May 25th 2023 Publication

Income |nequc|I|ty is gettlng worse in Manitoba: the market i income of the bottom 20 percent of

AA itals o Fouvmni

Tncquniy
Gt
Manitobs Update

Policy document HClnSGI'd Tl'OnSCl’ipt 2023-Apr-17 a

e By s {+) Hansard Ontario on April 17th 2023 Transcript

LANDLORD BRADFORD BYPASS LANDLORD AND TENANT BOARD

Tag this Download PDF

Carolyn Whitzman at University of Ottawa
This name and affiliation were mentioned in this document.

The research that | have, which comes from the great Carolyn Wh/tzman, the housing professor at the University of
Ottawa, shows us that for every one unit of affordable housing—“affordable” defined by the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corp.—that is being built in Canada right now, we are losing seven. When large real estate investment trusts
swoop into a community, buy up a property that a landlord has not maintained effectively— in some cases, for decades—
and turfs them out on the street, it’s called a renoviction, and it’s one of the things that my friends in government are
talking about addressing with this bill. But it's one thing to increase fines on individuals or companies—$100,000 for
individuals; $500,000 for companles That's negative liberty. That's one thing. But where’s the positive liberty? Where's

the support you give people? It's through rental protection bylaws.

On page 48 (or quick view this section)




We can then use this data to answer questions
such as...

How is my research / my organisation’s research being used in policy?
Which organisations and people are engaging with policy?

What are trends in policy citations to research?

Are open access papers more likely to be cited?

Do governments tend to cite local or international research?

And many more!
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http://bit.ly/overtonpapers

® Coevolution of policy and science during the pandemic - Yin et al, Science

® 'ggg spread of retracted research into policy literature - Malkov et al,

® Tracking the impact of research on education policy during the
COVID-19 pandemic - Mahfouz et al, UCL STEAPP

® How relevant is climate change research for climate chanqe Ig:olic: ? An
empirical analysis based on Overton data - Bornmann et al, PloS ONE

® Translating Scientific Discovery Into Health Policy Impact - Llewellyn et
al, Academic Medicine

® Ex Iorinﬂ structural patterns in the uptake of scientific publications in
policy-related documents using the Overton altmetrics database: the
case of universities in Flanders, Belgium - Jonker et al, preprint



Looking forwards

How can we engage with policy opportunities as they
come up?



Opportunities to engage

Previous slides show how we can use
Overton data to measure the
real-world impact of research on
policy

But can we also find ways to
proactively engage with policy and
other opportunities - in other words, to
increase the impact of evidence and
research on policy?




The problem

e Policy makers want

evidence

e Academics have
evidence

e But...

o  Opportunities to
engage aren’t easily
searchable/findable

o Policy makers and
academics use different
language




How can your work
impact policy?

Di

(Q Search opportunities

€

Q Allopportunities
R saved opportunities

& Contacted opportunities

Sortby

Overton Engage

Influence policy and effect real world
change.

Browse and discover relevant
opportunities to engage with
policymakers.

Find suitable scholars in your institution
for engagement opportunities quickly
and easily

Coming soon!



What types of opportunities
do we collect?

e Opportunity to contribute insights, data, and
experiences to inform and shape policy.

e Typically, a government body seeks researcher
input on a particular issue, policy area, or
proposed legislation.

e Participants submit research findings or expert
opinions in writing directly to policy makers.

o Allows for a diverse range of voices to be
heard
o Fosters transparency and accountability




What types of opportunities
do we collect?

Areas of research interest
Consultation

Fellowship

Internship

Funding




Keyword search

What's the difference between keyword and semantic search? (2

Try pasting in an abstract of an article, a biography or grant
application, and see opportunities which may match.

When performing a semantic search, using at least 100 characters
will give usually give better results.

Q_ Search

Search by keyword, or try pasting
in a blurb or abstract to find
relevant policy engagement
opportunities.

Research and
Innovation
Actions Coordination and
Support Actions

ARIs are specific topics or issues

that the government is Calls for
interested in. They are wide-

ranging and can cover anything

from economic and social policy

to international relations and

national security.

(View 30M oppor‘funiﬂes)

Explore policy engagement
opportunities by the type of
opportunity - Government ARls,
Calls for evidence etc.

Q_ All opportunities

Sort by

Expiring soonest

Filter results

Country

Organisation

Department

Engagement type Country

Categories (Q Search for a country

Publish date O eu
Expiry date O w
O usa

O Wales

Filter policy engagement
opportunities by country,
organisation, expiry date + more.



overton

Dashboard

Opportunity type
Area of Research Interest (ARI)

Published on
29N2/2024

Expires

29/12/2024

Country

USA

Organisation

Search

Browse data

Opportunities  Help

Opportunities /  Areas of Research Interest (ARIs)

In what ways do service interventions funded through violence and
domestic terrorism prevention grants contribute to DHS goals for
reducing individuals radicalizing to targeted violence and terrorism?

Key concepts Tags

+ Evaluation of service interventions

+ Preventing individuals from radicalizing to violence

user@overton.io @)

USA Government

Department

Department of Homeland Security

View contact details

Description

Individuals radicalizing to targeted violence and terrorism are a national problem that presents in different ways among
R Save for later individuals. The DHS Targeted Violence and Terrorism Prevention (TVTP)program provides federal support for whole-of-
<4 Share this opportunity society, locally-based initiatives aimed at preventing radicalization, recruitment, and recidivism through the provision of
& Export this opportunity educational, technical, and financial assistance.
The intended result of these services is preventing individuals from radicalizing to violence and providing “off ramps” for
individuals that are radicalized to reduce the likelihood of mobilizing to violence. The short period of time that these
programs have operated, combined with many factors that influence the radicalization to violence among individuals,

leaves this effort open for the development of more robust performance measurement and evaluation efforts.

. o . ope Share opportunities with your colleagues
Explore I nd IVId ua I Oppor.l-un |1-|e$ Save them to come back to later
- View contact details + original listing from the organisation

who published the opportunity



overton Dashboard ~ Search  Browsedata  Opporfunities  Help

> Collapse

Opportunities / Areas of Research

Opportunity type In what ways do: Matched researchers ©

Area of Research Inferest (ARI)
domestic terroris
reducing individu

Fitterby (Topics ) ((Career stage v ) ((Matchscore v ) ort by: Closest match 1F
Published on
29N2/2024

Exoire: Researcher Matching topics Career stage Policy citations  Match score

Thomas Bailey Terrorism  Sociology
¢ Z Leading researcher 2
Country e Send email Radicalization  +3 more %)

USA - Evaluation of service infervent
s il Sociology  Social science.
Organisation + Preventing individuals fromrq, ~ Matt Williams Established researcher 22 o
Send email < Psychology ~ +3 more
USA Government

Department Behavioural science
; Tim Besley
Department of Homeland Security sadat Sociology  Terrorism Recognised researcher

i +3more
View contact details Description

Esteban Aujeco s G
2 o

Recognised researcher 4

Individuals radicalizing to targ

individuals. The DHS Targetec

Send email 4 Health  +3more
[ Save for later

< Share this opportunity society, locally-based initiative

; : 5 Think someone else would be a good fit? (_Share this opportunity <
educational, technical, and fin

& Export this opportunity

The intended result of these s¢
individuals that are radicalizec
programs have operated, con

leaves this effort open for the

Research administrators can find suitable Matched profiles include key facts, including career stage
scholars in their institution for engagement and scholarly interests, helping you to pinpoint the most
opportunities quickly and easily relevant experts for each opportunity.



Matching people to

opportunities

e Problem: Policy
makers and academics
use different language

e Solution: Translation
layer between policy
language and
academic language

e Match opportunities to
relevant people




Getthesetof Uof T Get the publication Calculate distance
researchers abstracts for each between abstracts and
researcher (past 5 years) opportunity using a fine
tuned model




Brain Health and Cognitive Impairment in
Aging Research Initiative: Towards Healthy

Brain Aging

Tags Managed by
® Addatag Select an administrator v
Description

The BHCIA Research Initiative will support research across the continuum from the healthy
aging brain, to cognitive impairment and care for those impacted by dementia, as well as

the wellbeing of their caregivers. New scientific knowledge generated by this investment

28



Are you
interested in

engaging with

this
opportunity?

Contact Canadian Government for more information

support-soutien@cihr-irsc.gc.ca

View the original listing

https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/43629.html
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Matched researchers ®

Filter by: CTopics V) CMafch probability V) Sort by: Match probability ¥
Researcher Matching topics Policy citations Match probability
Sandra E. Black Neurology  Physiology  Clinical Psychology +5 more n O
YiQu Neurology  Physiology  Epidemiology +6 more 0 O
Olga Theou Health  Physiology = Economics and Econometrics +3 more 0 O
Howard Chertkow Molecular Biology =~ Economics and Econometrics ~ Geriatrics and Gerontology +3 more [} O
Howard Chertkow Neurology  Physiology  Applied Psychology +4 more 0 O
Krista L. Lanctot Physiology  Clinical Psychology  Biological Psychiatry +4 more 0 O




Sandra E. Black @ We think there's a high probability that this researcher could be suitable. O

This author has contributed to 8 out of the top 100 matching works relevant to this opportunity, of which 8 have been assessed as having a high probability of being relevant.

Matched topics (&) CShow all subtopics +>

Medicine > Physiology (1) Psychiatry and Mental health (1) Public Health, Environmental and Occupational Health (2) Critical Care and Intensive Care Medicine (1)
Geriatrics and Gerontology (1) Neurology (2)

Economics, Econometrics and Finance > Economics and Econometrics (1)

Psychology >  Clinical Psychology (1)

Neuroscience >  Neurology (1)
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Matched articles @

Recommendations of the 5th Canadian Consensus Conference on the diagnosis and treatment of dementia 2

Serge Gauthier et al. (2020)
Alzheimer's & Dementia

Abstract Since 1989, four Canadian Consensus Conferences on the Diagnosis and Treatment of Dementia (CCCDTD) have provided evidence-based dementia guidelines for
Canadian clinicians and researchers. We present the results of the 5th CCCDTD, which convened in October 2019, to address topics chosen by the steering committee to reflect
advances in the field, and build on previous guidelines. Topicsii...

Diagnosis and Management of Alzheimer's Disease Health Economics and Quality of Life Assessment Development and Evaluation of Clinical Guidelines

P4-038: CREATION OF THE CANADIAN CONSORTIUM FOR NEURODEGENERATION INAGING (Z
Howard Chertkow et al. (2014)
Alzheimer's & Dementia

The G8 summit issued a call for developed countries to mobilize to reduce the expected burden of Alzheimer's disease (AD). The Canadian Consortium for Neurodegeneration in
Aging is a newly created research structure supported by the Canadian government through the CIHR (Canadian Institutes for Health Research). This initiative brings together

340 Canadian researchers focused on basic and clinical ...

Diagnosis and Management of Alzheimer's Disease

O
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Summary/conclusions

e We used data on policy documents, policy opportunities, and
people/scholarly articles to:

o Track the impact of people/works on policy

o Proactively identify policy opportunities and match them to relevant
people

e Lots of interesting possibilities open up with this data and with the
embeddings

o Eg. Identifying synergies and gaps between government priorities and
research/funding

o We're keen to talk to anybody with interesting research ideas!
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Is your work influencing policy?
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