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https://researchguides.library.syr.edu/prf.php?account_id=130617
https://researchguides.library.syr.edu/prf.php?account_id=152875
https://researchguides.library.syr.edu/prf.php?account_id=101710
https://researchguides.library.syr.edu/prf.php?account_id=48773


Presentation at a Glance

● Where Lens Fits

● Database “Champions” Model for Liaison Outreach

● Overview of Lens

● Lens Institutional Toolkit

○ Saved Queries, Collections, Dashboards

○ Benefits and Limitations

○ Sample Lens Report
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Where Lens Fits
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Scopus
• Strong 

coverage in 
STEM

• Covers 
primarily 
journal 
literature and 
conference 
proceedings

• Article, 
journal, & 
author 
metrics

Web of 
Science
•Strong 
coverage in 
STEM & 
coverage of 
humanities & 
social sciences, 
but not arts & 
creative works

•Covers journal 
literature and 
some books

•Article, journal, 
& author 
metrics

Academic 
Analytics
• Strength is 

awards data

• Reporting tool 
only

• Custom 
reports 
available by 
request, lacks 
transparency

• Likely losing 
access to this 
tool

Experts@ 
Syracuse
• RIM system 

powered by 
Pure

• Faculty 
profiles & 
scholarly and 
creative 
works fed 
primarily by 
Scopus

• Metrics & 
custom 
reporting

Dimensions
•Strong coverage 
of journal 
literature plus 
policy docs, 
grants, patents, 
and more. 

•Auto-generated 
analysis and 
visualizations

•Custom groups

•Auto tagging of 
grants, 
publications, 
and authors

Lens
•Good coverage 
of journal 
literature and 
citations

•Unique 
coverage of 
patents

•Institutional 
Toolkit includes 
story-like 
reports, 
dashboards & 
visualizations



Brenna

Experts@Syracuse

Dimensions
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Experts@Syracuse Steph

Lens

Database “Champions”
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Liaison 
Outreach 
Plan for 
Lens Lens

Meet with 
Whitman to 
Determine 

Needs

Identify 
Reporting 

Gaps

Create Lens 
Reports for 
Whitman

Document 
Procedures 
for Creating 

Reports

Share Lens 
Reports with 

Whitman

Receive 
Whitman 

Feedback to 
Inform 

Services
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Overview of Lens

Freely available 
database of 

scholarly literature & 
patents at Lens.org

• Includes 

apps/tools:

▪ Scholarly Works

▪ Patents, PatCite, 
& PatSeq

▪ Lens Profiles

Cambia. (2023). The Special Sauce: Aggregated Metadata. [Online image]. Retrieved from https://www.lens.org/
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https://www.lens.org/
https://www.lens.org/lens/search/scholar/structured
https://www.lens.org/lens/search/patent/structured
https://www.lens.org/lens/patcite
https://www.lens.org/lens/bio
https://www.lens.org/lens/profiles
https://www.lens.org/


Lens Data Sources

Scholarly Works:

• CORE

• CrossRef

• Microsoft Academic

• PubMed

• OpenAlex

• Unpaywall

• ORCiD
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Patents:

• European Patent Office (EPO)

• IP Australia

• United States Patent and 

Trademark Office (USPTO)

• World Intellectual Property 

Organization (WIPO)

https://core.ac.uk/
https://www.crossref.org/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/project/academic/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://openalex.org/
http://unpaywall.org/
https://orcid.org/
https://www.epo.org/index.html
https://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/
http://www.uspto.gov/
https://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html


Scholarly Works
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Scholarly Works: Citing Patents
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Patents
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Lens Pricing Model
Syracuse University Libraries’ subscription to the Institutional Toolkit helps to 
support free global access to Lens.org and aligns with the Libraries’ commitment 
to support open access content and freely available tools.

Cambia. (2023). Account Types: Professional Workspaces and Institutional Toolkits. [Online image]. Retrieved from https://www.lens.org/lens/accounts

13

https://www.lens.org/lens/accounts


Lens Institutional Toolkit
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What’s included with your subscription to ITK? 

● API

● Work Area

○ Saved Queries

○ Search History

○ Collections

○ Dashboards

○ Media Library

○ Beta Reports



Saved Queries (Searches) 

• Saved searches are used to populate 
collections, dashboards, and reports

• Saved queries update whenever new 
results are added to the Scholarly 
Works or Patents database 
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Dynamic 
Collections

• Linked to a saved query

• Updates automatically

• Can be customized by manually adding 

or removing items 

• Static collections are also an option
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Dashboards & Analysis

• Analysis of a scholarly works or patent search

• Can be made from a new query, saved query, or 
collection

• Variety of customizable, automated visualization 
options and data sets to choose from

• Presentation mode
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Sample Dashboard
Visualization Options:

• Word Clouds
• Heat maps
• Line & bar graphs
• World Map
• & more
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Benefits

• Not-for-profit company

• Helping improve their product 
and support a positive initiative

• Unique features (story-like, 
reports, sharing, real-time 
updates)

• Ideal for communicating with 
stakeholders, potential funders 
and industry partners
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Limitations & Challenges

• Single user account

• Awkward searching (ScholarWorks)

• Strict groups problem

• Learning curve

• Company - not very responsive

• No branding

• Buggy

• Early adopter
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Reports

Putting it all 
together to 
tell a story

Saved 
Queries

Dynamic 
Collections

Reports 
(Beta)
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Sample Lens Report
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Lens sample report (public)

Lens reporting (backend)

https://link.lens.org/3LhOAsBRzye
https://www.lens.org/


Thank You!

Connect with the Research Impact Team 
at riteam@syr.edu.

mailto:riteam@syr.edu

