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Tax and Life ... intrinsically tied

“Our new Constitution is now established, [...]; but in this
world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and
taxes.”

Benjamin Franklin, in a letter to Jean-Baptiste Leroy, 1789

Daniel Defoe’s The Political History of the Devil (1726):

“Things as certain as death and taxes, can be more firmly
believ’d.”

And in The Cobbler of Preston by Christopher Bullock
(1716):

““Tis impossible to be sure of any thing but Death and
Taxes.”
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Defoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Defoe

. The earliest known tax records, dating
from approximately 6,000 years B.C,
are in the form of clay tablets foundin
the ancient city-state of Lagashin
modern day Iraqg,”

Coincidentally the olderlibrary on record was also located in
ancient Mesopotamia 2,600 B.C.

Modeling...something else (window and curtain tax)

In 1696, England implemented a window tax, taxing

houses based on the number of windows they had. That
ledto many houses having very few windows in order to

avoid paying the tax. Eventually this became a health
problem and ultimately led to the tax’s repeal in 1851.

Tax on fireplaces, bricks, beards, printed wallpaper,
candles, televisions, alcohol, etc.

Pecunia non olet. This frase was Vespasian's reply to his |
son Titus, complaining about the urine tax he had
imposed 1rst century AD Rome.

During the Middle Ages, some European govemments
placed a tax on soap. It remained in effect for a very long
time. Great Bntain didn't repeal its soap tax until 1835.

- -l

© 2019 IBFD




g
[ ]
-

mn

1B IBFD — Home of International Taxation

IBFD

- -:‘"Lx ’f"

( A B’éBThe
n

etherlan

,a HQ *

IBFD North
America
Inc

© 2019 IBFD




& Library and Information Centre - History ,m Library and Information Centre - Today

» Establishedin 1938 (start of IBFD) » Special Library with mternatlonalfocus
» Small not-for-profit documentation centre » 10,19 FTEs -

» 4 researchers

» Library Tours

» Trainings/ Instruction
(‘Knowledge Literacy’)

» Individual offers

» Networking globally

» Research facilities

Facts & Flgures January 2021
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+ 36,500 monographs (incl.5,000
historical monographs)

« 543 Journals (electronic and print),
official gazettes, etc.

+ 400+ loose-leafs

= 64,000 articles catalogued

= 130+ online databases and resources
* More than 500 subject-specific websites
listed
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» Fullaccess to IBFD Tax Research Platform
» Fullaccess to items linked to Library Portal
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In the middle ... Balancing all views and expectations

Library and
Information

Academics
- Research spirit,

Publishing academic traditions

- KPI, ROI
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Bulletin for International
Taxation

BULLETIN FOR
INTERNATIONAL
TAXATION

S — - —

World Tax Journal

© 2019 IBFD




@ Outlook — what else?

» Networking
» Tax Law Libraries Network
» Creating awareness globally
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» Why tax?
“I like to pay taxes. With them, | buy civilization.”
Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.

“Like mothers, taxes are often misunderstood, but seldom
forgotten.” Lord Bramwell
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https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-guotes Qg (‘h L
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“Of course I'm tax-exempt!”
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/432185.Oliver_Wendell_Holmes_Jr_
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/432185.Oliver_Wendell_Holmes_Jr_
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-quotes

@ IBFD, Your Portal to Cross-Border Tax Expertise www.ibfd.org

Library and Information Centre

International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation

“Your gateway to information about international and comparative taxation.”

\ +31-20-554 0188 IBFD Head Office

9 Rietlandpark 301
1019 DW Amsterdam
The Netherlands
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