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“Our new Constitution is now established, […]; but in this 

world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and 

taxes.”

Benjamin Franklin, in a letter to Jean-Baptiste Leroy, 1789

Daniel Defoe’s The Political History of the Devil (1726): 

“Things as certain as death and taxes, can be more firmly 

believ’d.”

And in The Cobbler of Preston by Christopher Bullock 

(1716): 

“’Tis impossible to be sure of any thing but Death and 

Taxes.”

Tax and Life … intrinsically tied
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Defoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Defoe


Tax and history (thanks to Luis Noel)
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IBFD – Home of International Taxation
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Where and how to find us ...
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In the middle ... Balancing all views and expectations
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Library and 

Information 

Centre

Publishing

 KPI, ROI

Academics

 Research spirit, 

academic traditions



Our adventure trip to indexation

Bulletin for International 
Taxation

World Tax Journal
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 Networking

 Tax Law Libraries Network

 Creating awareness globally

 Why tax?

“I like to pay taxes. With them, I buy civilization.”

Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.

“Like mothers, taxes are often misunderstood, but seldom 

forgotten.” Lord Bramwell

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-quotes

Outlook – what else?
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/432185.Oliver_Wendell_Holmes_Jr_
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/432185.Oliver_Wendell_Holmes_Jr_
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-quotes


Library and Information Centre
International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation

Your gateway to information about international and comparative taxation.

IBFD Head Office

Rietlandpark 301

1019 DW Amsterdam

The Netherlands
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+31-20-554 0188

Libinfo@ibfd.org

www.ibfd.org/library

@ibfdLibrary

@ibfdLibrary

Library Introduction Video

mailto:Libinfo@ibfd.org
https://www.ibfd.org/Library
https://twitter.com/IbfdLibrary
https://twitter.com/IbfdLibrary
https://www.facebook.com/ibfdlibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/ibfdlibrary/
https://library.ibfd.org/custom/web/video/Library_intro.mp4

